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CALL TO ORDER
Tina Campanella, Chair, Developmental Disabilities Council stated typically we have a combination of DDC members and guest at our meetings and today, she would ask that some of the things discussed be kept confidential.  She went on to say it is not necessarily a secret; it is just that we are not ready to go public with it yet.  Everyone is welcome to our meetings and we welcome their questions and participation.  She then called the meeting to order and asked that everyone introduce him/herself.  
REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MINUTES (April 28, 2011)
A motion was made to approve the minutes of April 28, 2011.  The motion was seconded and passed.

CHAIR REPORT

Social Role Valorization – The Chair informed the membership that the Social Role Valorization training event is a collaborative event and that the DD Council has made the arrangements, prepared the announcements and is bringing in the two consultants who will present the training.  Georgetown University/University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD) has provided the location and Quality Trust has agreed to take the registration forms and use the registration money to procure refreshments and lunch for all of the participants.  This event will take place May 25-26, 2011. She is pleased to say that there are around 35 registrants at this point and that those registrants represent what she believes is a cross section of our community.   The Department on Disability Services is represented as well as provider agencies, community advocates and other community supporters, an attorney or two, people with disabilities and she thinks there are also family members represented in the mix.  She went on to say that she thinks we all can be extraordinarily proud that we pulled off this collaboration, not only in terms of scheduling and arranging for it, but also for capturing the interest of a significant number of our community members who are willing to go this next step in (a kind of) leadership development.  A report on some of the outcomes from the two-day training will be provided at our meeting next month.  She then thanked the staff and all of the partners for making this event happen.  
Other Thoughts – The Chair stated she thinks that a thank you note addressed to her as the Chair of the DDC from Ms. Annie Goodson, the former Chair, expressing her deep appreciation for the recognition event put on by the DDC and for recognizing her time and leadership, should be shared with all of the DDC members.  After reading the note, the Chair stated that goes to show the effort was a very successful one in that we achieved our goals in letting the people who had volunteered their time to making this Council a success in the past know they were deeply appreciated.   She then informed the membership that our major agenda item today would be getting everyone’s stamp of approval on the draft 5-Year Plan and then getting that out to the community for comment.  She then turned the meeting over to Mat McCollough, Executive Director, Developmental Disabilities Council.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF REPORTS

DD Council Website – The Executive Director stated in order to get the 5-Year State Plan out to the public it would be helpful to have an actual website.  In this regard, he is working 
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diligently with the Office of the Chief Technology Officer to create a website and hopefully that website will be completed within the next two weeks.  

DD Council Programs: Community Service and Recreational Opportunities (CSRO), Self Determination and Advocacy (SDA), and Policymaking and Advocacy (PIP) Request For Proposals (RFPs) – The Executive Director informed the membership that the DDC Review Panel will be submitting their final comments on the CSRO and SDA RFPs to the Office of Contracts and Procurement (OCP) so that the process can move forward.  In regards to the PIP RFP, he advised that the DDC Review and Evaluation Panel (named at the previous meeting) for this project will meet with OCP to discuss this project on June 1, 2011.  The group is planning to write a consensus report to be handed over to OCP and if there are any follow up responses or if additional information is needed, OCP will contact the four applicants who submitted applications.  He anticipates the CSRO and SDA Project grants should be awarded within the June or July timeframe and the PIP Project grant should be awarded within the July or August timeframe.  

In terms of the smaller unsolicited proposals (Players Unlimited, the Arc of DC, and the Quality Trust), he informed the membership that he and Sudie Johnson, DDC staff, are working on the Grant Agreements and Notice of Grant Awards.  They are also working on getting a Purchase Order or a Contract for the Social Role Valorization Project.

TRIAD – The Executive Director asked if Antonia Brathwaite Fisher, (UCEDD) would like to provide a brief summary of the Physical Activity and Sport for People with Disabilities Symposium and Strategic Planning Event.  Ms. Fisher informed the membership that the UCEDD would be partnering with Terri Lakowski, Policy Chair, Inclusive Fitness Coalition, University Legal Services (the Protection and Advocacy Agency), and the DDC to put on this event June 21-22, 2011, at the US Access Board, 1331 F Street, NW.  There will be a strategic planning meeting on the first day and individuals will visit Capitol Hill to talk with their Senator and visit the House of Representatives on the second day.  This information was disseminated to the membership.
In terms of other planned activities, the Executive Director shared with the membership that the ULS, DDC and UCEDD have drafted a letter to the Mayor of the District of Columbia regarding affordable and accessible housing in the District.  This information was disseminated to the membership.  Following a brief discussion, the Chair stated once the letter is finalized she would like to share it with some of our colleagues so that they are aware of the advocacy the TRIAD is doing so that they can support it as well.  
The Executive Director continued by stating he attended the DC Commission on Persons with Disabilities meeting today and the reason why he is bringing this up is that the Commission wants to bring all of the different disability Councils and Commissions together to work on this 
year’s Mayor’s Annual Disability Awareness Conference.  This year the conference will be called an “Expo” with a focus on employment and will possibly be held at the Washington Convention Center. 
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April – May 2011 Expenditure Report - The Executive Director informed the membership there were no expenditures for this reporting period but reminded them of the previous approval to sponsor four (4) individuals to attend the Association for Persons in Supported Employment (APSE) Conference next month.  The Chair interjected that the end of June would mark the end of the third quarter in regards to spending.  In this regard, she went on to say it will be important to know if what is spent and what we project to spend and/or obligate will complete all of the spending necessary to exhaust the funds that will be lost if not expended by the end of this year.  She then requested that this information be made available at our next Full Council Meeting and that this item be placed on the agenda for discussion because in order for us to make adjustments and plans we need to have that information available.  It was also agreed that a status report on the progress of those unsolicited proposals and the DDC Membership would also be added to the next meeting agenda as well.   

REVIEW: DDC’s NEW 5-YEAR STATE PLAN (2012-2016 DRAFT) – The Chair stated before she turns the meeting back over to the Executive Director, she would like to first thank those committee members (Ricardo Thornton, Victor Robinson, Kathleen Gosselin, Susie King, and Lucius Mangrum) and the Executive Director who worked to finalize this document.  She also thanked the membership for taking the time to review and submit comments on the draft 

5-Year Plan.  She went on to say there are two versions of the plan in today’s packets and one is the proposed 5-Year State Plan with full comments as received by all those members who reviewed it.  The second is the proposed 5-Year State Plan the committee is proposing we consider for approval.  She then turned the meeting back over to the Executive Director.
The Executive Director provided a review of the draft 5-Year State Plan that incorporated some of the membership’s comments and suggestions.  This information was disseminated to the membership.  During that review and discussion, it was agreed that the following changes would be made:
· Clarify the timeframes for each goal.
· Areas of Emphasis Housing – Under Goal 1 include other appropriate stakeholders in the third bullet and delete first and fourth bullets.

· Area of Emphasis Transportation - The committee advised there was some concern about this goal and if we are going to keep it, we need to identify one DDC member and an alternate to attend the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority’s Accessibility Advisory Committee and MetroAccess Subcommittee public meetings.  If we cannot get a commitment from the DDC members, it is the recommendation of the committee that this goal be removed.  Following a brief discussion, DDC members Lucius Mangrum and Victor Robinson volunteered.  The Chair stated this is going to require commitment on behalf of this Council to make this work.  As a group we are saying, we are going to make this happen; it is our pledge.
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· Area of Emphasis Formal and Informal Supports – This section was eliminated after moving the second bullet under Goal 1 to the Cross Cutting Area of Emphasis.  
· Area of Emphasis Recreation – Revise the first and second bullet under Goal 2 to refer participants to events (not conduct). Remove collaborative partnership.
· Area of Emphasis Cross Cutting – Reword first bullet under Goal 1 to say, use DDC website to link families and self-advocates to DC based services and information.  The following outcome was added to Goal 2: “One (1) DD Council representative will serve on the Aging and Disability Resource Center (ARDC) Advisory Committee and support ARDC’s outreach efforts by disseminating materials and connecting families to respite services in the District.” 
The Chair stated she thinks we have done some incredibly good work and how we frame this to the community is going to be important; but at this point, the plan is ready to be released to the public for comment after the previously discussed revisions are made.  She also stated she wants to confirm with everybody that everything we intend to does not have to be in the plan and what is in there now are the core goals that will guide us during any given fiscal year.  She went on to say that during the 45 day comment period, we will be holding sessions and having discussions with people to get their feedback.  During this comment period, we need to be good listeners because we need their collective perspective and we need to make sure that we have ways to accommodate all of the different views I n our work as we go forward.   A motion was made to approve and forward the 5-Year State Plan to the public for comment.  The motion was seconded and passed.  The Chair informed the membership that at our next meeting we would go back to our Timeline Chart to make sure we hit all of the benchmarks as we move forward.

Ms. Fisher stated she would place the plan on their website once the Executive Director forwards to her an electronic copy.  The Executive Director stated after making the revisions, he will let the Chair take a final look at the 5-Year Plan before disseminating it to the public and amongst our partners.      
The Executive Director then introduced a guest, Ms. Talilo Lewis, President of HEARD and asked if she would like to say a few words.  Ms. Lewis stated she started a non-profit organization in the District of Columbia that focuses on legal activities, specifically wrongful convictions and other Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) violations that happen to deaf or hard of hearing individuals who find themselves in the legal system for whatever reasons.  She asked that anyone having any issues like that to let her know. 
UPCOMING DD COUNCIL RELATED EVENTS
The Chair stated that a number of events are noted on today’s agenda and we have already talked about the Social Role Valorization Event and the Annual ASPE Conference.  She then informed the membership that the Administration on Developmental Disabilities would be hosting a 
Technical Assistance Institute July 25-26, 2011 and for those who are interested in attending, 
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they should contact the Executive Director.  She also stated August 15, 2011 is our target date for submitting our finalized 5-Year State Plan to the Administration on Developmental Disabilities.  
She also noted there has been an announcement of a new President’s Committee on Intellectual Disabilities appointees and that she would forward the announcement to the Executive Director so that he can forward that to everybody.  
OTHER EVENTS
The Chair asked if anyone had any other announcements or upcoming events.

Victor Robinson stated Ricardo Thornton, and Luicus Mangrum and himself are a part of Project Action and have an Advocacy Conference coming up on July 30, 2011 at Catholic University and that he has applications if anyone is interested in attending.

The Chair informed the membership that this is the second Self-Advocacy Conference that Project Action has spearheaded and it promises to be a very exciting event.  She attended personally last year and it was well organized, well attended, and self-advocates provided leadership for all of the sessions.  They have planned a very robust agenda and all are welcomed and asked that Victor share that with everyone.  If there is anyone you know with a disability whom you think might benefit from learning in a peer fashion center of advocates, he or she should come.  However, many people who provide services and work in this industry could also learn a lot by attending this event and all supporters are welcome.

The Chair informed the membership that she has an announcement that the Special Olympics will kick off their summer games with an athlete and family bar-b-que on May 24, 2011, 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm and all are welcome.  If anyone is interested, she has the announcement.
Ricardo Thornton announced Players Unlimited would be putting on another play on June 11, 2011, 2:00 pm, at the Atlas Theater.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Denice McCain
