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Public Meeting Agenda

Thursday, December 16, 2021, 3-5pm

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89764294685?pwd=djRuL2pSWnBMS2FyUTZNejVkeVhVdz09
Phone: 301-715-8592, Meeting ID: 897 6429 4685, Passcode: 007431

Members in Attendance
Anjie Shelby, Co-Chair of Advocacy and Public Policy Committee
Bernard Crawford

Carol Grigsby, Chair

Kali Wasenko

Lisa Matthews
Ricardo Thornton, Vice-Chair

Robin Shaffert, Georgetown University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities

Yetta Myrick

Emily Ornstein, Representing Andy Reese for the Department on Disability Services

New Members Sworn-In During the Meeting
Berta Mata, Advocates for Justice and Education

Derrick Simms

Laraven Gaymon

Montezz Green

Stephanie Lanham

Uchenna Egenti

Anna Cook

Elisa Peña Zavala

Absent Members

Cheri Mallory

Naisha Dembele

Staff

Alison Whyte, Executive Director

Kevin Wright, Advocacy and Employment Strategies Fellow

Luz Collazo, Administrative Support Specialist
Others in Attendance

Booker Roary, Mayor’s Office on Talent and Appointments
Jadie Suarez, Spanish Interpreter
Lani Kearse, Mayor’s Office on Talent and Appointments
Laze

Linda Plunk

Malika Kamara, Mayor’s Office on Talent and Appointments
Misty H, Interpreter

Simitha Kumer

Tonia Saldivar, Interpreter

Keri Vandeberg, Quality Trust for Individuals with Disabilities
	Topic
	Minutes

	Welcome and Call to Order
	Meeting to order was called by Carol Grigsby at 3:05 pm

	Explanation of Virtual Platform and Accessibility
	Alison Whyte briefly explained the interpretation features and other accessibility features available through the Zoom platform for the meeting.

	Introduction of Councilmembers and DDC Staff


	Carol Grigsby introduced herself and invited DD Councilmembers and Staff to introduce themselves. Carol then welcomed all new DD Councilmembers who will be sworn in during the meeting.

	Council Business Vote
1. September 23, 2021, Minutes
	Bernard Crawford moved to approve minutes for September 23, 2021. Yetta Myrick second and everyone voted in favor to approve September 23, 2021, minutes.


	Topic
	Minutes

	Chairperson Remarks
1. New Chairperson Nomination and Vote

2. Term Completion and Thanking Councilmembers
	Carol Grigsby presented the following:
· This is Kali Wasenko’s and Lisa Matthews’ last DD Council meeting as appointed members. Carol took time to thank the two of them for serving on the DD Council and invited them to continue participating as members of the public.
· This is also Carol’s last official meeting as DDC Chair, and she thanked everyone for a great experience. 
· Anjie Shelby was nominated to be the new Chairperson. Ricardo motioned to accept the nomination of Anjie Shelby as Chairperson of the DDC. Lisa Matthews seconded the motion. All members voted in favor to approve Anjie Shelby as the new Chairperson.

	Swearing in of New Members
	Booker Roary with the Mayor’s Office on Talent and Appointments (MOTA) joined the meeting to swear in the following new DD Councilmembers, and re-appoint some Councilmembers to a second term:
· Berta Mata

· Derrick Simms

· Laraven Gaymon
· Montezz Green

· Stephanie Lanham

· Uchenna Egenti
· Anna Cook

· Elisa Peña Zavala
· Yetta Myrick (2nd term)
· Anjie Shelby (2nd term)

· Bernard Crawford (2nd term)

	State Plan Committee Updates
1. FY17-21 State Plan Outcomes

2. FY22-26 State Plan Progress
	Luz Collazo presented the following:
· State Plan for FY22-26 was approved by the Council and submitted to the Administration for Community Living (ACL) on September 30, 2021. The plan focuses on three main goals: Self-determination, Leadership, and Advocacy; Employment; and Community Living. The targeted disparity for the FY22-26 plan is Latinx families. The FY20 and FY21 Program Performance Reports (PPR) are due to ACL March 1, 2022. 


	Topic
	Minutes

	Advocacy and Public Policy Committee Updates

1. Hearing on Bill 24-0268, DD Eligibility Reform Amendment Act of 2021
2. Leadership Changes
	Anjie and Ricardo presented the following:

· Both attended the hearing on Bill 24-0268, Developmental Disabilities Eligibility Reform Amendment Act. Anjie testified on behalf of the DDC, Ricardo testified on behalf of Project ACTION! and several family members testified about their personal stories. The committee is working on position papers related to COVID-19 and education, employment, and vaccines, as well as position papers on DD eligibility reform and police interactions with the disability community.
 

	Public Comments
	No public comments.

	DD Council Executive Director Report
1. Staff updates

2. Councilmember Terms

3. Retreat updates and questions

4. Employment First
	Alison Whyte presented on the following:
· The 2022 DDC Retreat will be at the end of January/beginning of February and will be either virtual or hybrid. Many people filled out the survey and there are still many people not comfortable meeting in-person. We will have a hybrid meeting only if we can ensure the right technology is available.
· Staff Updates – as reminders, Emily Kranking’s fellowship ended in October 2021, and Denice McCain retired in September 2021. We will be filling Denise’s position in the new year. 
· Alison presented a roster of current Councilmembers and their terms, so that everyone will know what term they are on and when it expires. 


	Topic
	Minutes

	DD Council Organizational Representatives Updates

1. DD Network – Disability Rights DC at University Legal Services and Georgetown University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities

2. SchoolTalk DC

3. Department on Disability Services (DDS)

4. Department on Aging and Community Living (DACL)

5. Project ACTION!
	Georgetown Update, given by Robin Shaffert

· Georgetown has created a lot of vaccine promotion videos

· to keep educating people about the vaccines available, what steps to take if you’re interested of wanting a vaccine and continue encouraging people to receive either a vaccine or booster.
DDS Update, given by Emily Ornstein

· DDS is renewing their HCBS Waiver in 2022 and will begin gathering feedback through community forums. Anyone can send feedback to IDDRenewal2022@dc.gov
· DDS is doing a lot of work related to technology access, including meeting with DC OCTO team, Tech Together DC, and Connect DC to build partnership around digital inclusion; awarding 17 DDS providers the opportunity to obtain Tech First Organization Accreditation via shift Enabling Tech Ed Curriculum; partnering with Maryland to host Tech Festival in Summer 2022;  4 committed projects to address digital divide through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) spend plan; and the Tech First Web Series available on the DDS website, which covers March-July videos.
Project ACTION! Update, given by Ricardo Thornton

· Had meeting last Saturday with over 60 attendances who joined for their virtual meeting

Act Early DC Update, given by Yetta Myrick

· The DDC is a co-lead on the ActEarlyDC project. Yetta highlighted activities such as the Breathe and Rest Yoga session that is available for African American caregivers and parents to join on January 20th from 7-8:30 pm on Zoom. The session is free but has limited space and after each session, a survey will need to be completed.


	Topic
	Minutes

	Conclusion and Adjournment
	Adjournment - Ricardo Thornton motioned to adjourn the meeting. Yetta Myrick seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The meeting adjourned at 5:00pm


