
 

  
 

 

 
 

DD Council Quarterly Public Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, March 19, 2026 

DD Councilmembers Present  
1. Ali Hasan (proxy for Melisa Byrd), Dept. of Health Care Finance (Social Security Act, Title XIX - Medicaid) 
2. Andrés Alejandro Crucet-Choi, Community Member  
3. Andrew Reese, Department on Disability Services (Rehabilitation Act)  
4. Anjie Shelby – Chairperson, Community Member 
5. Bernard Crawford - Vice Chairperson, Community Member 
6. Charon Hines, Department of Aging and Community Living (Older Americans Act)  
7. Dr. Ericka Peterson, DC Health (Social Security Act, Title V - Maternal and Child Health Programs)  
8. Genesis McDonald, Community Member 
9. Indira Villegoureix (proxy for Anna Dunn), Health Services for Children with Special Needs (HSCSN) 
10. Jane Brown, DD Network: Disability Rights DC (Protection and Advocacy Agency) 
11. Kali Wasenko, Community Member  
12. Lindsey Wilkes, Community Member  
13. Nikki Stewart, Ofc. of the State Superintendent of Education (Individuals w/ Disabilities Education Act) 
14. Oliver Roy, Community Member 
15. Robin Shaffert (proxy for Tawara Goode), DD Network: Georgetown University Center for Excellence in 

Developmental Disabilities 
16. Thelma Green, Community Member  
17. Valencia Perry, Community Member  
18. Yetta Myrick, Community Member 
19. Zoe Gross, Community Member 

 
DD Councilmembers Absent:  

1. Berta Mata, Advocates for Justice and Education  
2. Derrick Simms, Community Member  
3. LaRaven Gaymon, Community Member  
4. Sandy Roskes, Community Member  

 
DD Council Staff Present: 
Alison Whyte, Executive Director 
Carla McCaskill, Program Support Specialist 
Claire Simon, Administrative Support Specialist 
Kevin Wright, Program Support Assistant 
Luz Collazo, Program Analyst 
Sitara Mazumdar, DC Developmental Disabilities Council Intern 
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Other Participants Present: 
 A4, (Allan Dumas IV), National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities  
 Ash Samuels, Neuronest Information  
 Azeb Ataro Adere, Ethiopian Eritrean Special Needs community 
 Benjamin Upbin, Community Member 
 Breeanna Reyes, RCM of Washington 
 Brittany Stuckey, DC Center for Independent Living  
 Carol Grigsby, Community Member 
 Chioma Oruh, Advocates for Justice and Education 
 Crystal Jones Nieves, Court Excellence 
 Deborah McKinney, DC Public Library, Center for Accessibility 
 Dorothy Hicks, Network Connect Space 
 Edward Dana, Community Member 
 Ele Bucalo, George Washington University 
 Eleazar Velasco, Spanish Interpreter  
 Erica Thomas, RCM of Washington 
 Estefani Legge, Department of Aging and Community Living  
 Germaine Payne, Community Member 
 JC Cruz, DC Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency  
 Jenna Eldessouky, Community Member  
 Joy Horton, CART Captioner 
 Kai Schappelle, Community Member 
 LaKenya Pitchford, DC Center for Independent Living 
 Melissa Hardison, ASL Interpreter  
 Michelle Klass, Community Member 
 Octavio Vallejo Meyer, Spanish Interpreter 
 Olga Cano, Community Member  
 Remy Godwin Jr., ASL Interpreter 
 Remy Godwin, CODA Access  
 Rhonda White, DC Quality Trust 
 Ricardo Thornton, DD Councilmember Mentor 
 Sherry McDaniel-Thomas, Community Member 
 Sophia Spadaro, George Washington University 
 Sureena Atwal, George Washington University 
 Synthia Johnson, Community Member  
 Thais Early, Health Services for Children with Special Needs (HSCSN) 
 Tiffany Yuille, DC Quality Trust  
 Xizi Yan, University of Maryland 
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Topic  Minutes 
Welcome and Call to Order The meeting was called to order by the DD Council 

Chairperson, Anjie Shelby, at 3:05 p.m.  
Explanation of Virtual Platform and 
Accessibility 

Alison Whyte, DDC Exec. Dir. explained the access 
features of the meeting, including ASL interpreters, 
CART captions, and Spanish interpretation. 

Review of Previous Meeting 
Minutes June 12, 2025 

Item: September 18, 2025, Meeting Minutes 
1st Motion: Yetta Myrick  
2nd Motion: Robin Shaffert 
Vote: Approved 

DD Council Chairperson Remarks            Chairperson Anjie Shelby shared an icebreaker, inviting 
members to reflect on meaningful causes and build 
connections. She thanked members for their support 
during her four-year term. She acknowledged the 
passing of two DC disability advocates. 

DD Council Executive Director 
Report 

Alison Whyte, DDC Executive Director, thanked 
members for honoring advocates who have passed. 
She announced the completion of the Program 
Performance Report (PPR). She welcomed DDC high 
school senior intern Sitara Mazumdar and highlighted 
upcoming events, including the Advocate for Equity 
Awards Ceremony on Thursday, March 26, 2026, and 
the Council retreat on Friday, April 10, 2026.  

State Plan Committee Updates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jane Brown, Co-Chair of State Plan Committee, 
reported an overview of the DD Council’s ongoing 
2027–2031 State Plan development process, including 
community engagement activities, stakeholder input, 
upcoming public hearings, and next steps toward 
submission of the final plan in August 2026. 
Appreciation to the committee members, staff, and 
community partners for their continued collaboration 
and support throughout the process. 

Advocacy and Public Policy 
Committee Updates 

Robin Shaffert provided updates on Advocacy and 
Public Policy activities, including upcoming DDS budget 
advocacy efforts and ongoing community engagement 
initiatives. Alison Whyte, DDC Exec. Dir.  presented 
information on the DD Council’s internship partnership 
with students from Coolidge High School. Shared self-
advocacy, leadership development, and civic 
engagement opportunities for youth. Community 
members Thelma Green and Vice Chairperson Bernard 
Crawford shared their experiences in advocacy and 
civic engagement. Committee discussions emphasized 
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Topic  Minutes 
the importance of accessibility, inclusive advocacy 
practices, mentorship, and communication support. 

Racial Equity Committee Updates Claire Simon shared updates from the Racial Equity 
Committee regarding participation in the Office of 
Racial Equity cohort and ongoing efforts to promote 
equitable community engagement practices. 
Discussions highlighted concerns related to law 
enforcement interactions and emphasized the 
importance of using plain language in government 
communications. 

DD Council Organizational 
Representatives Updates 

1. DD Network – Disability 
Rights DC at University Legal 
Services 

2. DD Network - Georgetown 
University Center for 
Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities 

3. Health Services for Children 
with Special Needs (HSCSN) 

4. Advocates for Justice and 
Education (AJE) 

5. Department on Disability 
Services (DDS) 

6. Department of Aging and 
Community Living (DACL) 

7. Office of the State 
Superintendent of Education 
(OSSE) 

8. Department of Health Care 
Finance (DHCF) 

9. DC Health 
10. Project ACTION! 
11. DC Autism Parents 

Disability Rights DC – Jane Brown provided updates on 
testimony presented during recent DC Council 
performance oversight hearings regarding waiver 
services, voting accessibility, and educational support 
for individuals with disabilities. 
 
Georgetown UCEDD - Robin Shaffert shared updates 
on DD Awareness Month activities, including a new 
webinar, hosted in partnership with Special Olympics, 
focused on inclusion and community connection for 
children with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities and their families. 
 
HSCSN - Indira Villegoureix, proxy for Anna Dunn, 
shared updates on behalf of HSCSN regarding the 
leadership transition, community wellness events, and 
ongoing Medicaid outreach efforts. 
 
No representative from Advocates for Justice and 
Education (AJE) was present to provide updates.  
 
DDS - Andrew Reese shared updates on upcoming 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month events, 
ranked-choice voting education efforts, SNAP and 
TANF policy changes, and preparations for the DDS 
budget hearing and budget review forum. 
 
DACL - Charon Hines shared recent activities, the 
upcoming budget hearing, staff participation in cultural 
competency and digital accessibility training, and the 
observance of National Nutrition Month and National 
Social Worker Month. 
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OSSE - Nikki Stewart shared updates on the April 24 
budget hearing, Special Education Performance 
Reports (SEPR), and ongoing technical assistance 
efforts to support special education services. She 
shared new guidance documents related to early 
intervention, screening practices, behavioral support, 
and family engagement.  
 
No representative from DHCF was present to provide 
updates. 
 
DC Health - Dr. Ericka Peterson shared updates on Title 
V funding awards, ongoing efforts to develop a 
strategic framework for children and youth with 
special health care needs, and continued collaboration 
with OSSE and DC Public Schools through the Help Me 
Grow program to support developmental screenings 
and early intervention services. 
 
Project ACTION! announced that the next meeting will 
be held in person on Saturday, March 28, at 10:00 a.m. 
in Room 1117. All attendees are invited to participate. 
 
Yetta Myrick shared the upcoming listening session 
with the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR).  
 
No other organizational partners presented updates. 

Public Comments & Community 
Announcements 

Edward Dana expressed interest in volunteering and 
participating in Advocacy Day activities and 
emphasized the importance of expanding advocacy 
workshops and outreach opportunities for special 
education high school students across DC. 

Conclusion and Adjournment 1st Motion: Yetta Myrick 
2nd Motion: Bernard Crawford 
Vote: Approved 
Meeting adjourned at 4:56 p.m. 

 


