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DC’s Bridging Aging and Disability Networks and Racial Equity Community of Practice Charter

The DC Bridging Aging and Disability Networks and Racial Equity Community of Practice is continuing the learning and systems change efforts that have been in progress over the last 10 years to support families, coordinate services across agencies, and engage DC’s diverse cultural and linguistic communities to promote racial equity. The primary objectives are to:

Objectives:
1. Better support individuals with I/DD as they age, while maintaining dignity and rights
2. Better support and connect with aging caregivers (family and paid caregivers like DSPs, HHAs, etc.)
3. Build capacity for racial equity across aging and disability networks
4. Build sustainable relationships between aging and disability service networks

State Alliance Team:
1. Developmental Disabilities Council (DDC) – Co-lead
2. Department on Disability Services (DDS) – Co-lead
3. Department of Aging and Community Living (DACL)
4. Georgetown University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities, Center for Child and Human Development (GUCEDD)
5. Disability Rights DC at University Legal Services (DRDC)
6. Project ACTION! – DC’s self-advocacy coalition
7. Quality Trust for Individuals with Disabilities – includes Family Ties of DC, DC’s Parent to Parent chapter
8. RCM of Washington – disability service provider

Issues/context to keep in mind as we do this work together: 
· cultural and linguistic competence in service provision
· intake and eligibility-related issues
· workforce challenges
· supporting a person in the context of their family and community
· person centered thinking
· self-advocacy and leadership
· aging in place/in community
· navigating the service system
· evaluation
· caregiver support
· guardianship – aging and IDD

If you have questions or want to get involved in this work, please contact Alison Whyte, alison.whyte@dc.gov, 202-340-8563 (call/text) or Mark Agosto, mark.agosto@dc.gov, 202-257-6698 (call/text).
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