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Good morning, I am pleased to have, this chance, to speak with you, today.  I want to thank, Carol, and Alison, for inviting me.  For those who are not viewing me, here is my, selfie.  I am an older white man.  With a hint of, graying hair. My pronouns are he, him, and, his. I am speaking to you, from my, home in Southwest, DC.  
using, what is called.  A speech generating device.  It is one of a great many.  Tools and natural ways.  that about 5, million, children, youth, working-age, and older persons, in the U.S. must rely on to effectively communicate.  Due, to disabilities.  that make it, impossible, for us to, rely on, our own speech, to express ourselves in ways most can understand. which, occur at various life stages.   like developmental disabilities, as well as stroke, ALS and other conditions.  Collectively, these tools, are referred to as forms of augmentative and alternative communication.  Or AAC which I will refer to it as from now on.   
Growing up in, the sixties, and seventies.  Technology like the device I use existed.  Only in. comic books.  What I had going for me, though, are my late, parents, who instilled in me. I had a lot to say.  we played 20, questions.  I, pointed at things.  Grunted.  Used whatever, clear, words, I could say.  And anything, else, I could to get my point across.  Then one, day, I was poking keys on an electric, typewriter.  When someone, just, happened to notice, that I was typing out words. It changed my life, forever.  
I am thankful that someone, noticed, this.  But, the right and ability to express one self, should, never, rest on.  Sheer. serendipity.  And, the fact is that even today, it does for far, too many, people, both in our city.  And, the entire, country. this afternoon, I would like to begin, what I hope will be a continuing conversation, on what we can do, together.  to make certain, that children, transition-age young people, and adults, with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  who require AAC and other support.  Have access to the opportunities, tools and supports. to express themselves effectively.  
Because  I can tell you, that absent, these things.  Everything in.  the developmental disabilities, act.  And, the A D  A, on what, individuals, should have access to, and have, a right, to.  Are, empty, promises.  CommunicationFIRST, the national human and civil rights, organization.  I helped to found, and now serve as it is Policy Director.  Is led by those, like me, who use AAC, and deeply believe.  That all who require it should have access to it.  and, to the full range of equal opportunities.  
We are eager to find ways to work with you here, in the District.  for 3 reasons.  The first is personal.  Since the eighties, I have spent about one third, of my life, working to improve the lighves, of folks with intellectual and developmental disabilities, here in the city.  Beginning as a court monitor at Forest Haven.  Later working at DDS.  And, most recently, helping.  Along with many of you to pass.  The developmental disabilities, equity act.  I am proud of what we have, accomplished.  And I am equally aware, of the work we still must do.  This is at the top of my, bucket, list.  Second.  Research shows, Black, Indigenous, People of Color, and those whose language is not English.  Are more likely to have developmental disabilities, and other conditions.  That can require them to use AAC.  And, also, more likely, to have greater difficulties, and, disparities, accessing and using it.  I believe the District, should become.  A critically needed.  Laboratory, for better, understanding the reasons this is the case.  And, beginning to take action to remedy it.  finally, I believe, the DD equity legislation.  Mayor Bowser will soon sign.  Provides both the opportunity and, the obligation, to do so.  I apologize for droning on so long. Thank you.  Now, if there is time, I’d like to open it up.  
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