
 

 

 
 

Quarterly Public Meeting Agenda 
Thursday, July 16, 2026, 3:00 – 5:00 PM 

In-person: 441 4th Street NW, 11th Floor South, Room 1114 
Virtual Registration: https://dc-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/2FT2mkyLQKSTZunG1IyAzA 

Topic Time Facilitator 
Welcome and Call to Order 3:00 PM Anjie Shelby, Chair 
Explanation of Virtual Platform and Accessibility 3:00-3:05 Alison Whyte, DDC Exec. Dir. 
MOTA swearing-in of New Councilmembers 3:05-3:10 MOTA Representative 
Introductions of DD Councilmembers and Staff 3:15-3:25 Anjie Shelby 
Remembering Robert Kennedy 3:25-3:30 Anjie Shelby 
Review of Previous Meeting Minutes 

• March 19, 2026 Minutes (Vote) 
3:30-3:35 Bernard Crawford, Vice Chair 

Chairperson Remarks 3:35-3:40 Anjie Shelby 
State Plan Committee Updates 

• FY27 – FY31 State Plan Draft (Vote) 
3:40-4:00 Jane Brown, Committee 

Chair 
DD Council Executive Director Report 

• ADA Celebration – Access to Expression: 
Celebrating Inclusive Art in the District  – 
Wednesday, July 22nd, 5:00 – 7:00 PM at MLK 
Library, 5th Floor 

• 8th Annual Latine Conference on Disabilities – 
Saturday, September 12th, 12:00 – 4:00 PM at Rita 
Bright Family & Youth Center 

• Employment First Summit – Wednesday, October 
7th, 9:30 AM – 3:30 PM (tentative end time) at MLK 
Library 

• September 17th meeting – FY27 Budget and 
Council Leadership Elections (Chair, Vice Chair, 
Committee Co-Chairs) 

4:00-4:10 Alison Whyte 

Advocacy and Public Policy Committee Updates 
• Looking for Co-Chair 
• Task for the Committee: Update Advocacy Agenda 

4:10-4:15 Ricardo Thornton, 
Committee Co-Chair 

Racial Equity Committee Updates 
• Looking for Co-Chairs 

4:15-4:20 Claire Simon, DDC Staff 

DD Council Organizational Representatives Updates 
1. DD Network: Disability Rights DC at University 

Legal Services 
2. DD Network: Georgetown University Center for 

Excellence in Developmental Disabilities 

4:20-4:45 Organization 
Representatives 

https://dc-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/2FT2mkyLQKSTZunG1IyAzA


Topic Time Facilitator 
3. Health Services for Children with Special Needs 

(HSCSN) 
4. Advocates for Justice and Education (AJE) 
5. Department on Disability Services (DDS) 
6. Department of Aging and Community Living (DACL) 
7. Office of the State Superintendent of Education 

(OSSE) 
8. Department of Health Care Finance (DHCF) 
9. DC Health 
10. Project ACTION! 

Public Comments & Community Announcements 4:45-4:55 Anjie Shelby 
Conclusion and Adjournment 4:55-5:00 Anjie Shelby 

 

Meeting Purpose 
The purpose of our public meetings is to bring people together to work on meeting the needs of 
people with developmental disabilities and their families. These meetings focus on improving 
access to services, supporting inclusion in the community, and advocating for policy changes that 
improve quality of life. 
 

Note About Meeting Participation 
During this meeting, DD Councilmembers will lead official business of the DD Council. This may 
include discussing and voting on issues or official documents. Only appointed DD 
Councilmembers or representatives of appointed organizations may take part in these discussions 
and votes. We welcome members of the public to observe the meeting and share their thoughts or 
information during the Public Comment and Community Announcements portion of the agenda.  
 

DD Councilmembers and Affiliations 
1. Andrés Alejandro Crucet-Choi, Community Member 
2. Andrew Reese, Department on Disability Services (Rehabilitation Act) 
3. Anjie Shelby, Chairperson and Community Member 
4. Tasha Stewart, Health Services for Children with Special Needs (HSCSN) 
5. Bernard Crawford, Community Member 
6. Berta Mata, Advocates for Justice and Education 
7. Charon P. W. Hines, Department of Aging and Community Living (Older Americans Act) 
8. Hasset Habtewold, Community Member 
9. Dr. Ericka Peterson, DC Health (Social Security Act, Title V - Maternal and Child Health 

Programs) 
10. Genesis McDonald, Community Member 
11. Jane Brown, DD Network: Disability Rights DC (Protection and Advocacy Agency) 
12. Kali Wasenko, Community Member 
13. Gerald Long, Community Member 
14. Lindsey Wilkes, Community Member 
15. Melisa Byrd, Department of Health Care Finance (Social Security Act, Title XIX - Medicaid) 



16. Nikki Stewart, Office of the State Superintendent of Education (Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act) 

17. Oliver Roy, Community Member 
18. Robin Shaffert, Community Member 
19. Angela Castillo, DD Network: Georgetown University Center for Excellence in Developmental 

Disabilities 
20. Thelma Green, Community Member 
21. Valencia Perry, Community Member 
22. Yetta Myrick, Community Member 
23. Zoe Gross, Community Member 

 

DD Council Leadership 
Anjie Shelby, DD Council Chairperson 
Bernard Crawford, DD Council Vice-Chairperson 
Jane Brown, State Plan Committee Chairperson 
Ricardo Thornton, Advocacy and Public Policy Committee Co-Chairperson 
Vacant, Advocacy and Public Policy Committee Co-Chairperson 
 

DD Council Staff 
Alison Whyte, Executive Director 
Carla McCaskill, Program Support Specialist 
Claire Simon, Administrative Support Specialist 
Kevin Wright, Program Support Assistant 
Luz Collazo, Administrative Support Specialist 


