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Area of Emphasis: Advocacy/Self-Determination

Organizations identified by the community to partner with in support of the DDC State Plan
1. DC Advocacy Partners
2. Supporting Families Community of Practice
3. Quality Trust
4. System Change Advocacy
5. Family Voices of DC
6. Advocates for Justice
7. People for Fairness Coalition
8. People Planning Together (person centered thinking by people who receive services)
9. Jump Start
Issues of concern that should be considered for training, outreach and support as it relates to advocacy/self-determination for the State Plan
1. Independent Living for family members
2. Transition from Elementary to High School
3. Transition from High School to College
4. Conflict Resolution/Mediation
a. Housing
b. Court System/Legal, Custody Issues
c. Doctors (Medical)
5. Navigate through health care system (Family of Voices)
6. Outreach in support of Homelessness and Employment (People for Fairness Coalition)
7. Advocate Support – Caring for the Caregiver
a. Emotional
b. Respite 
c. Support from employer to allow time off to care for loved one
d. Networking/Peer to Peer support group (parents, grandparents and siblings)
8. Support to provide training to children to lead discussions at IEP meetings to advocate for themselves.  
a. Computer training to help children articulate and lead discussion during meetings
9. Communication/Literature made available to community
a. Facts and Data to support advocacy efforts
b. Information on specific disabilities
c. Employment Guide to give details on specific jobs people want
d. People First Language 
10. Better linkage between different programs/organizations within community to provide support to advocates
a. For example, being a partner of DCAP would benefit someone to receive services for Advocate for Justice 
11. Education of Disability Rights and Laws to Self-Advocates, Providers, Educators, Parents and Therapist (expanding the scope of DCAP to include other stakeholders to be knowledgeable about disabilities)
a. ADA, IDEA, DD Act, etc.
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