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CALL TO ORDER
Tina Campanella, Chair, Developmental Disabilities Council stated we are just coming off a wonderful event, and although it has been said several times today, she wanted to make it official for the record and thank the DDC staff, Mat McCollough, Sudie Johnson and Denice McCain for doing a terrific job of pulling the Recognition Event together.  She continued by stating it was a terrific way to commemorate (what is for many of us) the first anniversary of reconstituting this DD Council.  She also stated everyone has been working hard and she thinks we all should be proud of ourselves and extremely grateful to the staff for making our visions come true.  She then welcomed everyone, called the meeting to order and asked that everyone introduce him/herself.  
REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MINUTES (January 20, 2011)
The Chair asked that the membership take a few minutes to review the minutes.  Following the review, a motion was made to approve the minutes of February 17, 2011.  The motion was seconded and passed.

CHAIR REPORT
Request for Proposals (RFP) Review Update – Applications for the Community Service and Recreational Opportunities and the Self Determination and Advocacy Projects -  The Chair informed the membership that applications for the Community Service and Recreational Opportunities and the Self Determination and Advocacy Projects have been received and that a preliminary meeting was held to review them.   She went on to say the Executive Director, Mat McCollough, has gotten feedback on those reviews and we will be moving forward on that.  
Other Thoughts – The Chair informed the membership that a meeting with the City Administrator was held on February 23, 2011 and he was very receptive to our dilemma.  He got it right away that we had to return money (which was federal money that needed to be spent) because we had moved and whatever mechanisms were available to us at the Department of Human Services to move those funds were no longer available to us in our new home.  The City Administrator’s Office had some ideas in this regard, and the Chair stated Mat would provide the group with further information regarding a follow-up meeting that he had.  
The Chair also informed the membership that she would like to also publicly thank the sub-group of the DDC that has committed to (whenever possible) having a phone call with the staff on Fridays around the assessment process and the information data gathering.  This group has been working behind the scene to keep us on track with the timeline we put together for gathering information and pushing forward the primary activities necessary for the development of our state plan.  She then thanked Mary Lou Meccareillo, Mat McCollough, Haley Kimmet, Cathy Anderson and Sudie Johnson.  She continued by stating their work has resulted in us holding two public forums and two more forums are upcoming.  The third forum is scheduled for next Monday and Mary Lou will provide information on the fourth forum.  We have received many surveys and that process is also moving forward.  She thinks that 
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collectively this is something that we all can be proud of because we have set an ambitious agenda and everyone is contributing.   She then thanked everyone again for the things they are doing to make this happen.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF REPORTS

Thank You – The Executive Director stated he would like to thank Sudie and Denice again for putting the Recognition Event together and to let them know that he appreciates them.
Non-Personnel Expenditures Mid-Year Report from October 1, 2010 to Present – The Executive Director provided a brief report on Mid-Year Non-Personnel Expenditures.  This information was disseminated to the membership.  

Following his report, a brief discussion ensued and it was agreed that salaries would be included in future budget reports so that members can see the full picture of what we are projecting and track where we are.  The report should also include a financial breakdown of each fiscal year’s funding.

Policymaking and Advocacy Program RFP – The Executive Director stated that in terms of the Community Service and the Self Determination Projects, additional information has been requested from one of the organizations applying for these RFPs.  Once that information is received, he will then combine everybody’s comments from the review into one finalized document and forward that information to the Office of Contracts and Procurement (OCP).  By the next meeting, he is hoping to be able to announce the two grantees selected for these projects. 

In terms of the Policymaking and Advocacy Project, the Executive Director informed the membership that the submission deadline for applications has been extended to March 31, 2011 because there were some difficulties with OCP’s online process.  There have been questions submitted (pertaining to the RFP) and he has responded to them; however, it is the responsibility of OCP to place the responses on the web.  He also informed the membership that currently there are four individuals on the review and evaluation panel and because this particular RFP will be more competitive, they needed another volunteer to serve.  He has already asked Amiee Griffin who has agreed to serve.  
March 22, 2011 Meeting with Director Gretchen Greiner, Office of Partnerships and Grant Services – The Executive Director advised that the Office of Partnerships and Grant Services no longer exists; it was merged within the Office of the City Administrator (OCA) and that is where Gretchen Greiner now works.   He did meet with Ms. Greiner and a few others to discuss whether the DDC has grant making authority since we receive grant funds from the Federal government.  It was concluded that the DDC does have grant making authority, which means that we are subject to the rules and regulations within the Citywide Grant Manual and Source Book (copies were disseminated).  He thinks that this is important to the DDC because of our struggles with OCP and their processes.  With the grant process, the actual turnaround time for processing grants should be much quicker.  In terms of past-unsolicited proposals, he 
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was informed that we should have followed a certain protocol; however, they realize that this was not communicated to us and they are willing to work with us in making sure that those proposals are paid.  He is currently working on that process and advised that going forward if the DDC receives any new unsolicited proposals we need to follow the processes that are laid out in the Citywide Grant Manual and Source Book.

The Chair interjected there is a process for grant making that the DDC has the authority to do and there are rules and regulations that we need to follow.  Going backwards, they are going to allow Mat to waiver the process for the things that we have done up until now and going forward we will have to modify our processes to be consistent with the grant making rules and regulations that have been established in City government.  The good news is that there is progress for getting where we need to be.
DD COUNCIL PRESENTATION
Social Security Administration’s (SSA) Benefit Offset National Demonstration (BOND) Project – Becky Black, SSA/BOND Project stated that the BOND is a voluntary research project sponsored by Social Security to test a new way to treat earnings for beneficiaries of Social Security Disability Insurance.  They are also looking at the effect of enhancement benefit counseling.  She then provided a brief overview of the project.  This information was disseminated to the membership.
DDC’s 5 YEAR STATE PLAN PROGRESS
National Association of State Directors of Developmental Disabilities Services (NASDDDS) Needs Assessment Update – The Chair reported that the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Developmental Disabilities Council and the Department on Disability Services/Developmental Disabilities Administration has been signed.  The MOU enabled the DDC to transfer 50,000 to DDS/DDA so that they could enter into a sole source agreement with NASDDDS to conduct the Needs Assessment.  Work has begun on the preliminary stages of completing the Needs Assessment, which includes looking at the national data to identify what can be extrapolated.   NASDDDS has requested an extension until the end of April for submission of the final report.  The additional time is needed so that they can do some refinements and gather additional data around specific types of information about specific types of disabilities from differing agencies throughout the City government.  The DDC is also sharing with NASDDDS the information gathered through the surveys.  NASDDDS attended the second forum and will attend the next forum on Monday to listen directly to what people are saying.  The extension was agreed to; and they will submit a preliminary report by the end of March.  The final report will be submitted by the end of April.  
In conclusion, she informed the membership that NASDDDS was asked to include in their final report recommendations about what they believe we should do with the next level steps to refine further the data collection and the estimates, or the understanding of who is out there with developmental disabilities and what their needs are as we go forward.  The DDC will  
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have those recommendations and be able to consider as we prepare for our budget next year, whether or not we want to go a further step in terms of needs assessment even though we have gotten some preliminary data good enough for us to do our state plan.  
February 28th and March 16th Community Forums and March 27th Hispanic/Latino (H/LA) Chapter Meeting -  The Executive Director advised that two community forums have already been held and that a summary of what was said at those forums is included in today’s handouts.
Following a brief discussion regarding possibly hosting more community forums with other groups and organizations in the community, the Chair advised that there are only a limited number of opportunities to do that because of the end of April timeframe.  However, since some of the suggestions made are part of what the DDC will need to consider going forward, she suggested that maybe we could put in our state plan that part of what we do, as a Council, is to do on-going forums every year.  This could serve multiple purposes.  It would get the word out that there is a DDC; it would demonstrate that the DDC is about listening to the people out there; and we can learn about the group of people (those we are trying to reach) that have not already accessed the system.  

Report:  DD Council Survey Results - The Executive Director provided a brief summary of what the survey results are saying to date in terms of the areas of emphasis.  This information was disseminated
Upcoming Public Outreach Forums – The Executive Director informed the membership that the third community forum would be held March 28, 2011 at the Advocates for Justice Office.  This information was disseminated to the membership.

In regards to the fourth community forum, Mary Lou asked Alison Whyte, Policy Specialist, Arc of the District of Columbia, to provide the logistics for the forum.  This information was disseminated to the membership. 

The Executive Director also stated he and Haley Kimmet, DDC Member, would be attending a meeting with a hearing loss organization this Sunday, March 27, 2011 at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Library to get their thoughts and feedback also.
April and May Activities – The Executive Director stated it is time for the DDC to start pulling together some goals and objectives for our new five-year plan and he is planning on sending out an initial email to those individuals who agreed to help with this process during our Retreat in October.  Those individuals include Ricardo Thornton, Victor Robinson, Kathy Gosselin and Joyce Forrest (he will call Thomas Mangrum).  The DDC staff will also be involved.  He advised that the group needs to meet two or three times throughout the month of April and that could be face to face or over the phone.  The group will need to look at the data from the surveys and possibly some data from NASDDDS and come up with some goals and objectives because we need to do a draft plan.  He further advised that the goals do not have to be detailed and that he would be in touch with everyone soon.
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Following a brief discussion regarding the development of goals and objectives, it was suggested that perhaps the group could be given a brief review before we come to the table in terms of crafting what our goals are, etc.  The Chair stated we could look to see what types of resources are out there (such as other draft state plans) that we could share with the group.  

May – Release and Disseminate Proposed 5-Year Plan (2012-2016) to the Public for Comments and Feedback - The Executive Director continued by stating the draft plan needs to be released no later than the May 15th deadline so that we can give the community enough time to respond and get their feedback.

The Chair interjected that we are going for May because we need to allow time (if we get significant feedback that indicates we need to make changes to the plan) to make those changes and re-release the plan for another comment period.  However, if we get it right then there is no need to do that and we will have a little bit more time to finalize this among ourselves and easily meet the August deadline for submission.  That is the other reason why it is so critical that we have kept this on track, so we are well positioned now, and she is happy about that.
Antonia Braithwaite Fisher interjected that there is an opportunity to share the draft plan at an upcoming Consumer Advisory Committee Meeting on May 11, 2011.
April 21st DD Council Meeting: DDA Needs Assessment Preliminary Report from NASDDDS - The Chair then informed the membership that the next DD Council meeting is currently scheduled for April 21, 2011, which is right before Good Friday, the Easter holiday, and in the middle of some spring breaks.  She suggested that the meeting be moved to April 28, 2011 in order to give the sub-group the entire month of April to work on the goals.  She is not sure if we will have the final report from the Needs Assessment by then, but we would have the work of this Committee to consider at that meeting if we moved it to the 28th.  It was agreed that the next Full Council Meeting would be moved to the April 28, 2011 at our regular location and at our regular time.  The DDC staff will secure the meeting space.
OLD BUSINESS
Client Assistance Program Update – The Chair informed the membership that University Legal Services was reappointed to administer the Client Assistant Program here in the District of Columbia.

March 30: Community DD Awareness Event – The Executive Director informed the membership that this year’s Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month Event will be held at the Wilson Building in the Mayor’s Press Briefing Room on the ground level, March 30, 2011 from 3:30 pm – 5:30 and everyone is invited to attend.
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NEW BUSINESS
June 14-16, 2011 Annual Association for Persons in Supported Employment (APSE) National Conference – The Executive Director provided a brief overview of the APSE Conference and asked that anyone interested in attending let him know before the March 31, 2011 early registration deadline.  This information was disseminated to the membership.

Kathy Gosselin, DDC Member, announced that she is now the Administrator of National Federal for the Blind’s Newsline, which is a free service offered to individuals who are blind to access newspapers, magazines, and TV listings over the phone or over the Web.   She stated anyone having announcements they would like her to put out on the information channel should either email her at nfb.newsline@dc.gov or give her a call on 202-442-4365.

Ricardo Thornton announced that Project Action will be meeting this Saturday and everyone is welcome to attend.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Denice McCain

