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CALL TO ORDER
Tina Campanella, Developmental Disabilities Council Chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.  She then asked that everyone introduce him/herself.  
REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MINUTES (January 20, 2011)
A motion was made to approve the minutes of January 20, 2011.  The motion was seconded and passed.

CHAIR REPORT
Congressional meeting with Eleanor Holmes Norton – The Chair advised that a number of our members attended the 2011 Disability Public Policy Seminar, February 14-16, 2011 and on the third day, the group visited our Congressional Representative, Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton.  The group included Victor Robinson, Susie King, Amber Keohlane, Deborah Kale, Mat McCollough, Sudie Johnson, Arthur Ginsberg and herself.  The group met the Congresswoman; however, the meeting was held with her legislative aide and focused on employment and housing.  The group also threw in a pitch to preserve the funding for the Administration on Developmental Disabilities, which funds not only the DD Council but also our other two partner agencies, the Protection and Advocacy Organization and University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities.  She thanked all of those members who attended.
February 23, 2011 meeting with the City Administrator – The Chair informed the membership that at our last meeting we talked about some of the difficulties we were having in terms of our operation as an independent Council and because of that conversation, she followed-up with a letter to the City Administrator.  The letter outlined a number of those concerns.  In addition, she also wanted to talk to him in general about strategies for facilitating our spending because this Council is supposed to be the decision making body for how the money is spent and how the Council operates.  She went on to say that she has been contacted and a meeting is scheduled for February 23, 2011 at 4:30 pm, which she and the Executive Director will attend.  

Other Thoughts – The Chair also informed the membership that there have been a number of people very diligently meeting and working behind the scene to keep us on track with the timeline we put together for gathering information and pushing forward the primary activities necessary for the development of our State Plan.  She then stated that she would like to thank all of those folks including Mary Lou Meccareillo, Mat McCollough, and Sudie Johnson who are here today.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF REPORTS

FY Non-Personnel Expenditures - Mat McCollough, Executive Director, DDC provided a brief report on Non-personnel Expenditures.  This information was disseminated to the membership.  
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Request For Proposal (RFP) Updates - The Executive Director stated we are making progress in terms of the RFPs and have received one response each to the Community Services and Recreational Opportunities and Self Determination and Advocacy Projects.   He will make copies of those documents and pass them on to the review panel.  In regards to the Advocacy and Policymaking RFP, because it is over 100,000, applicants have to use the Office of Contract and Procurement’s online RFP system, which is having some problems.  He has asked for an extension of the deadline for submission of applications to be extended.  

Roundtable Testimony – The Executive Director provided a brief overview of his testimony at The State of Human Services in the District of Columbia Roundtable on February 3, 2011.  This information was disseminated to the membership.
FIVE-YEAR STATE PLAN PROGRESS 
Needs Assessment - The Executive Director informed the membership that plans are moving forward in regards to the Needs Assessments.  Establishment of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Department on Disability Services/Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDS/DDA) and the Developmental Disabilities Council (DDC) has been developed.  The MOU will enable the DDC to transfer 50,000 to DDS/DDA so that they may enter into a sole source agreement with the National Association of State Director of Developmental Disability Services (NASDDDS) to conduct the Needs Assessment.  Those documents were actually signed today and the hope is that now that all of the pieces are in place to do this and we will be moving forward.   The Chair interjected that this will be directed by the DDC with support from the DDS/DDA.  This information was disseminated to the membership.

What the Council Survey Results Currently Show – The Executive Director stated The DDC staff has been collecting and analyzing the surveys and the Comprehensive Review and Analysis Committee has overseen the initial results of the survey, and he would like to share those results with everyone so that we all would have a sense of what people are saying.  He then provided a brief overview of those results that is based on information collected through February 14, 2011.  This information was disseminated to the membership.  

In conclusion, the Executive Director stated we would continue to collect the surveys through March 15, 2011 (after which another report will be developed) because collection of this information is critical to the development of our State Plan

Upcoming Public Outreach Forums – The Executive Director stated that in terms of making sure that we have a wide prospective from the DD community, we agreed that we would hold forums throughout the City.  He then asked the Chair to elaborate on this.  The Chair stated that the Comprehensive Review and Analysis Committee has been trying to be creative as to how to get to non-traditional areas as well as how to make the forums accessible to the people in all areas of the City.  They also wanted to have those forums begin in February and run through the end of March.  She then informed the membership that two forums have been scheduled for February.  The first forum will be held February 23, 2011 at the Festival Center
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and will target the Hispanic population (Wards 1 and 2).  Haley Kimmet is coordinating this forum.  The second forum will be held on February 28, 2011 at Quality Trust in the evening from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm and is targeting the upper Northwest area (Wards 3 and 4).  She also informed the membership that Mary Lou is going to take the lead to try to organize another forum at Catholic University (Wards 5 and 6) and that the DDC needs to focus on scheduling something east of the river (Wards 7 and 8).
She continued by stating that they would like to get this done as soon as possible so that the data can be included in the Needs Assessment and written into our MOU.  She also stated that if possible we would like for NASDDDS to participate in these forums so that they hear directly from people with disabilities.  Collection of the surveys is also going to be wrapped up by March 15 and a report will be completed by the end of March so that we can proceed to the next step of the planning process and stay on our time-line, which is really tight.   In conclusion, she stated that we need to have a draft of the five year plan by the end May so that we can share it with the community to make sure that we have actually heard the people correctly and that we have support for what we want to put in our plan to guide our activities over the next 5 years.  

OLD BUSINESS
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority’s (WMATA) MetroAccess Policy - The Chair advised that at our last meeting we discussed this policy that was put into effect at the end of August by WMATA and since then there have been a series of activities organized to protest this because it was discriminatory and totally unworkable without violating people’s rights.  Support was garnered not only from the District of Columbia but also from Maryland, Virginia, and other advocacy groups throughout the region.  Individuals and other guest from our last meeting also signed on and in the end there were over 65 people signed on in support of that letter that went to WMATA.  A meeting with WMATA was held at the end of January and at that meeting, WMATA effectively suspended the policy.  She thanked everybody for coming together on that important issue.  She also informed the membership that the group will be working collectively again with WMATA to help them develop, hopefully it is just procedures a plan for working with or coordinating meeting with people who may communicate a little differently because that seems to be the genesis of the original policy. 
Social Role Valorization Program – The Chair advised that at the last meeting we also talked about going forward with some training and we have an event scheduled for May 25th and 26th.   Our partners over at Georgetown University’s Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities have agreed to provide the space and host this event.  The Executive Director has talked to the trainers and the dates have been locked in from this point.  We will be working collaboratively with them to get the flyer out and membership should have that by our next meeting.
MINUTES

February 17, 2011

Pg. 5

National Disability Institute – Building Economic Strength Together Proposal – The Chair stated that the other piece of old business we have is the proposals from the National Disability Institute around their Real Economic Impact Tour.  She then provided a brief summary of the proposal.  This information was disseminated to the membership.
Following a brief discussion the membership asked the Chair to get clarification on a couple of points in the budget and then a motion was made to authorize the Executive Director to engage Johnette Hartnett, Director, Real Economic Impact Tours to move forward.  The motion was seconded and passed.

NEW BUSINESS- UNSOLICITED PROPOSALS
The Chair advised that at our last meeting Shirley Reese requested an increase of $1,000 on the Theater Group Proposal due to the cost of props, additional performances, and additional actors.  This proposal was previously approved for $5,000.
The Arc of DC – Mary Lou Meccareillo, Executive Director, Arc of DC provided a brief overview of the Beyond High School: Navigating the Future Project and a request for support to reprint the Student & Family Training Book.  This information was disseminated to the membership.
Quality Trust-Microboards Demonstration – Tina Campanella, Executive Director, Quality Trust provided a brief overview of the Microboards Demonstration.  This information was disseminated to the membership.
Religious Inclusion for Adults with Disabilities – Carolyn Thomas, Executive Director, Lifeline Partnership provided a brief overview of her proposal, Religious Inclusion for Adults with Disabilities.  This information was disseminated to the membership.
Following the presentation of these unsolicited proposals, the applicants excused themselves from the room and a brief discussion ensued.  Following are the results of those discussions:
A motion was made to approve the request from Shirley Reese to increase the Theater Group Proposal by $1,000.  The motion was seconded and passed.  

A motion was made to approve the request from the Arc of DC to reprint the Student & Family Training Book.  The motion was seconded and passed.

A motion was made to approve the Microboard Demonstration Proposals.  The motion was seconded and passed

A motion was made to approve the Religious Inclusion for Adults with Disabilities Proposal.  The motion was denied.
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Other Business - Shearon Smith, DDC Member stated since she was a previous graduate of the Partners in Policymaking Program she was asked to put together a package that would give the membership an overview of this program.  She then provided an overview of the Partners in Policymaking Program.  This information was disseminated to the membership

MARCH IS DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH
The Chair informed the membership that the DDC is sponsoring an invitation only recognition event.  The event will be held at the True Reformer Building, 1200 U Street, NW on March 24, 2011 from 11:30-1:00 pm.  She also informed the membership that our next Full Council Meeting will occur immediately following this event. 

She also informed the membership that a collaborative Community Developmental Disabilities Awareness Event will be held on March 30, 2011 at the Wilson Building.  The DDC will participate along with Georgetown University’s Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities, The Arc of DC, Quality Trust, University Legal Services, and Project Action.  The Quality Trust is going to do a kick off for DD Awareness Month at the beginning of the March and it will be a combination fundraiser for Quality Trust as well as getting people together around Developmental Disabilities Month.  They are selling tickets and everyone is welcome to come.  

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Information on the November 17-19, 2011: Alliance for Full Participation Convention and the nomination of Mat McCollough to serve on the DC Human Rights Commission was included in the handouts for today’s Meeting.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Denice McCain

