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CALL TO ORDER
Ricardo Thornton, Developmental Disabilities Council (DDC) Vice-Chair, welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.  He then asked that everyone introduce him/herself and provide the name of the organization that he/she was representing.  

REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MINUTES (April 17, 2014 and August 14, 2014)
The Vice-Chair stated everyone should have received a copy of the April 17, 2014 and August 14, 2014 minutes in their packets, and asked if anyone needed a few minutes to review them before he calls for a motion.  Hearing none, a motion was made to approve the minutes for April 17, 2014.  
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Erin Leveton, Department of Disability Services/State Office of Disability Administration (attending for Laura Nuss) stated she did not attend the meeting and therefore would abstain from voting.  The motion was seconded and passed with one abstention.  A motion was then made to approve the minutes for August 14, 2014.  The motion was seconded and passed.
VICE-chair’s report

The Vice-Chair provided the following report:

Retirement of Mary Lou Meccariello, Executive Director of the Arc of DC - The Vice-Chair informed the membership that Mary Lou Meccariello, Executive Director of The Arc of the District of Columbia, has retired following a very lengthy career.  He also noted that Ms. Meccariello was a long-standing member of the DDC who brought a lot of information and provided a lot of support to the DDC.  He stated it would be nice if the DDC recognized that in some way--perhaps with a nice card or something.  

Mat McCollough, Executive Director, DDC, stated that whatever the DDC comes up with the staff would be happy to assist.  

The Vice-Chair continued by stating that due to Ms. Meccariello’s retirement The Arc of the United States of America will be stepping in to oversee the workflow of the local Arc in the District of Columbia (DC) until they can find a new Executive Director.  

Arthur Ginsberg, Representative, DC Coalition of Disability Service Providers, interjected that he would like to extend an invitation to everyone present to attend the Coalition’s Recognition Party that will be held December 9, 2014, from 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm at the Lowes Madison Hotel, 1177 15th Street, NW.   Invitations have already been sent to the DDC Executive Director and to the home of the DDC Vice-Chair because his wife is a member of the board at the Arc of the District of Columbia.  Mr. Ginsberg stated that the Coalition would be recognizing Mary Lou Meccariello (who spent her entire career at the DC Arc - 41 years of service) and Mayor Vincent C. Gray, who was also a long time Executive Director of the DC Arc.  If the DDC wants to recognize Ms. Meccariello at this event, he would be happy to add that to the program agenda.

TASH National Conference is Coming to Washington, DC – The TASH National Conference is coming to DC and we want to make them feel warm and welcomed.  The Vice-Chair attended a meeting on Tuesday, November 18, 2014 where they discussed plans for the conference and what everyone would be doing.  The Host Committee and those who will be volunteering are required to be there at 7:00 am.  The conference will be held at the Renaissance Downtown Hotel, 999 9th Street, NW, December 3-5, 2014.  He wants to make sure that we submit presentations about what we got going on in the District of Columbia and be very active in that role because this is really good for the city.

Mr. Ginsberg asked that, if someone were interested in volunteering, Wednesday, December 3, 2014 could he/she show up to volunteer?  The Executive Director stated anyone interested in volunteering should contact him because the DDC Office has been working with the TASH staff in terms of getting volunteers registered.  
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’s REPORT

Mat McCollough, DDC Executive Director (ED) provided the following report:

Strategic Alliance between The Arc of the United States & the Arc of the District of Columbia – As mentioned earlier The Arc of the United States is going to support the Arc of DC until a new Director is found and this may take some time.  Related to this, and included in today’s handouts is a letter announcing Ms. Meccariello’s retirement and a press release entitled “The Arc National Headquarters Announces New Strategic Alliance with District of Columbia Chapter.”

DDC ‘s Accomplishments in Fiscal Year 2014 Summary – On September 23, 2014 the DDC held a community forum where we talked about the accomplishments the DDC made throughout the year.  The ED provided a brief summary of that document which is included in today’s handouts
Involvement TASH National Conference - As mentioned earlier, the TASH National Conference will be held in DC at the Renaissance Hotel.

The DDC will sponsor 19 District advocates and family members to attend the conference.  This will include five (5) DDC Members who will also volunteer during the conference.  A listing of those participants can be found in today’s handouts.  
On December 5, 2014, the DDC will be conducting a concurrent session at the conference entitled, Paving a New Future – Developmental Disabilities Councils Leading the Way!  DDC Members (Ricardo Thornton and Alisa Jackson Gray) and the ED will be presenting.  He asked if DDC Member Tiffany Smallwood would mind presenting and she accepted.  A copy of the presentation is included in today’s handouts.

Highly Successful 2014 Disability Mentoring Days Program – October is known as Disability Employment Awareness Month and the DDC, in partnership with the Office of Disability Rights, has been doing some job shadowing experiences with local agencies and companies.  A highlight sheet with the breakdown of those agencies and companies willing to participate, along with the schools that where involved in the 2014 Disability Mentoring Days Program held October 15-31, 2014, is included in today’s handouts.

My American Dream Financial Literacy Course, in partnership with the National Disability Institute– Over the past year, the DDC has focused on the importance of the need for financial literacy for people with disabilities.  On November 10, 2104, the DDC, along with the National Disability Institute, hosted a webinar to kick-off a financial literacy online course entitled “Steps to Achieving My American Dream.”  Information on how to register online for the course is included in todays’ handouts for those who would like to learn more about building a budget, savings, etc.  This course is also accessible to individuals who are blind and was created in a language that is easily understood by those with intellectual disabilities.

Recent DDC Involvement

The DDC sponsored the Social Role Valorization Leadership Institute Training, entitled “Building Leadership through Understanding Social Role Devaluation and Implementing a Social Role 
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Valorization Approach” on September 2-5, 2014.  There were twenty-one graduates from that class and half of them took advantage of the 27 CEUs offered.

Participants of the third class of the DC Advocacy Partners Program held their Graduation Ceremony on September 13, 2014 at the University of the District of Columbia.  It was a great success.

The Mayor’s Disability Expo, which is sponsored by the Office of Disability Rights, was held October 9, 2014 at Martin Luther King, Jr. Library.  The DDC Vice-Chair, Ricardo Thornton was the keynote speaker and he made a point to mention that even though an election was coming up; none of the candidates attended the Mayor’s Expo.

The DDC was one of the co-sponsors of the 6th Annual Moving Forward Together Secondary Transition Fair & Forum held October 24-25, 2014.  Over 300 high school students attended. 
On October 30, 2014, the ED returned to his old high school in Stafford County VA to speak with approximately 25 students with disabilities regarding what employers really expect from employees with and without disabilities within the workplace.  A copy of that presentation is included in today’s handouts.

On November 18, 2014, the ED met with Georgetown University Law Students and presented on the importance of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunities Act.  A copy of the presentation is included in today’s handouts.

FINANCIAL BUDGEt UPDATE 

Sudie Johnson, Program Analyst, DDC, stated a copy of the financial report (on the gold-rod colored paper) could be found in today’s handouts.  She informed the members that the asterisk beside the total budget indicates that this is a preliminary total because the financial numbers through September have not been audited and certified.  However, she expects they will be very close to her projections.  She then provided a brief summary of that report which covered the projected carryover funds, the annual award, and other expenses.

Presentation: Civil Commitment Project

Myka Held introduced Meredith Madnick, Igor Petrovich and herself.  They are all students from Georgetown Law School who are working on a project with Quality Trust.  She went on to say that as many of today’s attendees may know, the Department on Disability Services (DDS) is proposing a bill that will change things for people with intellectual disabilities.  The purpose of their project (Decision-Making Rights for People with Intellectual Disabilities) is to educate parents on the potential changes and how they can be involved.  The group will be giving the same presentation today that they gave to some parents this past Saturday, and will be giving it again to other parents.  Following the presentation, the group would like feedback, comments and/or thoughts anyone may have.  

Igor Petrvoich stated the bill that might change things for people with intellectual disabilities was mentioned at the August DDC meeting and may soon be introduced to the DC City Council.   The
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group knows that the DDC is already involved with this particular bill, however; they want to give some additional ideas on how the DDC can engage in effective advocacy.

The group then proceeded with their presentation that covered: how the current system works in context to people with moderate to profound intellectual disabilities in the District of Columbia; why change is needed; what it takes to get a bill passed by the DC City Council; how to get involved in the process; etc.  This information was disseminated to the membership.

Ms. Held reiterated that in the future, DDS would be proposing a bill that will change the way the current system in the District operates so that fewer people will be committed.  As many of you know, the best way to get a bill passed is to get as many people as possible involved in the process to contact their Councilmembers because they are the decision-makers.  The greater the number of people who make contact, the more the Councilmembers will understand how important their vote on this issue is.  The future bill will need input and support from all of us. She then thanked the DDC for having them here today.  

During a brief discussion following the presentation, the membership was informed that the name of the bill was “Citizens with Intellectual Disabilities Civil Rights Restoration Act”, which is a redo of the previous bill entitled “Developmental Disabilities Reform Act”  which was broken apart to deal with civil commitment and some other legal rights issues for persons with intellectual disabilities.  It was also suggested that in light of the fact that the current Chair of the DC City Council’s Committee on Human Services (Jim Graham) is stepping down, meetings should be held with the new incoming Committee on Human Services staff and chairperson to bring them up to speed on the history of the bill.

The Vice-Chair then thanked the group for their presentation.

DDS/DDA Update 
Erin Leveton, Program Manager, Department of Disability Services/State Office of Disability Administration provided the following update.

The District of Columbia (DC) was awarded one of the No Wrong Door Grants from the Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Community Living.  This is a one-year planning grant called “Transforming State Long Term Services and Support Access Programs and Functions into a No Wrong Door System for All Population and All Payers.”  The DDS is the lead agency and this is an interagency effort.  The leadership meeting with other agencies is scheduled to take place in two weeks and as part of that, they will be planning for stakeholder engagements.  The way the grant was written has stakeholder input throughout as part of the planning process and the DDC will be an important stakeholder in this process.  She asked that everyone stay tuned for all of that.

DC was selected to be one of 15 core states for the Department of Labor’s Employment First State Leadership Mentoring Program.  This program offers on-going training and technical assistance to assist our agencies in better collaboration with the workforce and in supporting provider agencies in transforming their services for youth and adults to promote good employment outcomes (keeping our commitment to employment first going).  The two areas they are focusing on are provider 
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transformation–continuing efforts with capacity building and workforce engagement.  Related to that the DDC Program Committee had asked DDS if they could help facilitate a meeting to talk about the Office of Youth Employment programming where they offer all sorts of job training programs for youth in the schools.  There is a concern that those programs really are not accessible to youth with disabilities.  They require an eighth grade reading level.  There are slots open in those classes and there are special education students who would really like to use them.  The more DDS looked at this, they realized that DOES is not the right place to look because it is the Workforce Investment Council (WIC) that sets the standards.  They have asked if WIC would meet with them and the DDC to talk about our concerns and WIC has agreed.  That meeting can be setup in the next couple of weeks, but the right team of people will need to be assembled first.  She thinks that is good news.

In the mist of DDS’s Waiver Amendments and Transition Plan, we talked about the Federal Home and Community Based Settings Rule that the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services has put out.   It requires all states to take a critical look at their service delivery system and try to figure out where they are in terms of supporting people to have good outcome oriented experiences, to have good community living and full integration and to determine where they are creating barriers.  The DDS Transition Plan talks about how we are going to do our assessment of our services, how providers will be asked to do an assessment of their services, and how we are going to talk to everybody we support to get a sense of how things are going on the ground for them.  In this regard, the first Public Forum was held last week and a number of the DDC members were there.  Another forum is planned for December 1, 2014.  From 3 pm – 4 pm, DDS is going to do training on the Home and Community Based Settings Rule and from 4 pm – 6 pm, they will have their Public Forum.  A Public Forum has been planned for Project Action!, in addition to the people that DDS supports, in order to walk them through the plan, answer any questions and get meaningful feedback.  This forum is scheduled for December 8, 2014.

The Supporting Families Community of Practice (CoP) is going really well and their next scheduled meeting will be held December 17, 2014 from 9:30 am – 3:00 pm at DLA Piper, LLP.  At that meeting, the group will be doing a deep dive into what family members are looking for in terms of life-span supports.  People have been talking a lot about the need for coordinated supports from cradle to grave and across disabilities.   There have been some reflection about the need for peer support and the group has been doing a lot of work on trying to start-up a Parent to Parent Chapter in DC because DC is one of the few states that doesn’t have one of these Chapters.   The group also wants to get a better sense from families about supports that they feel they need but do not currently have.  In addition, there has been a sub-committee working on an advocacy guide to support legislation that would end civil commitments, legislation that would expand services to people with developmental disabilities and all those type of pieces.  CoP will continue to work with the advocacy group and will be reporting on Parent to Parent as well at this meeting.

On the Citizens with Intellectual Disabilities Civil Rights Restoration Act, she stated she is positive this will be the topic of their next DDA Advisory Committee Meeting, rescheduled for December 20, 2104 from 4 pm – 6 pm.  These are open meetings, and folks are welcomed to come and attend if they want to learn more about it.  

MINUTES

November 20, 2014
Work continues on the Person Centered Thinking Initiative and there are currently four organizations that are becoming person centered thinking organizations.  DDS is doing a lot of technical assistance with three other organizations so that they too can become person centered thinking organizations.  They are also working closely with several of their provider organizations and what everyone will see over the next year is a launch of person centered thinking for families and for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  There will be three trainers who are persons centered thinking trainers and family members of people with disabilities who are trained on how to do positive personal profiles for families.  They are also going to do a training called People Planning Together that is for people with intellectual disabilities to become person centered thinking trainers themselves, to help support people to lead their own ISP meetings and take more control.  

DDC Funded Programs Update

Dana Fink, Institute for Educational Leadership (IEL) provided the following update on the DC Advocacy Program:  A graduation ceremony for the third graduating class of DC Advocacy Partners Program (DC/APP) was held on September 13, 2014 at the University of the District of Columbia’s campus.  Presenters included The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton, Congresswoman of the District of Columbia, Laura Nuss, Director, Department on Disability Services, and Tina Campanella, CEO, Quality Trust and Chair of the DDC.  There was a great representation from former DC/APP alumni and she thinks it was great to see so many of them come back and support the current class.  Each of the graduates presented briefly on their long term projects, which were the projects that they worked on throughout the year and sometimes beyond the course of the class.  Throughout the course of the DC/APP, IEL had a huge number of successes with the current class as well as some of the alumni.  A few of those successes include testifying at various hearings; a couple of individuals received internships, another individual received a full time job; and a couple of individuals got to attend the signing of the Workforce Innovative Opportunity Act at the White House thanks to the support of the DC Advocacy Partners Program.

IEL will be selecting the class for the fourth year of the DC/APP tomorrow.  This class will start in January 2015 and run through September of 2015.  They are looking to have a larger class this year that is slightly more balanced between family members, self-advocates, men and women because last year they had an all-women’s class graduate even though there was one guy at the beginning of the class.  

Good News and Announcements from Community Members

Gabriel Savage, DDC Member announced that he is now married.  The DDC extended congratulations to him.
The DDC also extended congratulations to Mat McCollough, DDC Executive Director, on his marriage. 

The Vice-Chair announced that at Project Action’s! last meeting they held a can food drive and the proceeds from that will be donated to Catholic Charities.

Victor Robinson, DDC Member, announced the next Project Action! meeting will be held on December 13, 2014 at the Kennedy Center, 801 Buchanan Street, NW.
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Upcoming Events

The ED stated the HCBS IDD Waiver Community Forums, TASH National Conference, and Supporting Families Stakeholders Meeting were discussed and the only remaining item on the Upcoming Events list not mentioned was submission of the FY 2014 DDC Program Performance Report to the Department of Health and Human Services, Administration on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities by December 31, 2014.
It was suggested and agreed that a listing of all the DC Speakers who would be presenting at the TASH National Conference would be created.
RESOURCES
The ED announced that a flyer on the DC Respite Program was included in today’s packet along with a copy of the National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities 2013 Annual Report.  
Adjournment

The Vice-Chair thanked everyone for coming out and participating in the meeting and called for a motion to adjourn.  A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded and the meeting was adjourned.
NEXT MEETING DATE
The next meeting will be held February 18, 2015 from 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm.  Location to be determined.
Respectfully submitted,
Denice McCain
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