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CALL TO ORDER
Tina Campanella, Developmental Disabilities Council Chair, welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.  She then asked everyone to introduce him/herself and to provide the name of the organization that he/she is representing. 

REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MINUTES (February 16, 2012)
A motion was made to approve the minutes of February 16, 2012 meeting.  The motion was seconded and passed without opposition.
CHAIR REPORT
As discussed at the DDC’s previous meeting in February, the Chair reminded the membership of the upcoming budget hearing on the Department on Disability Services (DDS) that is scheduled 
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for Tuesday, April 24, 2012 at 11:00 am.  She also reiterated the importance of everyone’s voice being heard; whether it is by personal testimony or submitting something in writing.  She informed the membership that the reviews on the budget this year are that DDS is doing pretty good and has not experienced any cuts and that is good news.

She noted that DDS’s budget was not the only budget that matters and that a budget hearing was held today on Department of Health Care Finance (DHCF) of which the Medicaid Waiver is the primary funding source.  She believes it is important to pay attention to both of these agencies if you care about funding for services for people with developmental disabilities in the City (one has control over the money and the other has responsibility for policy and programs).  She also noted there were some concerns expressed at that hearing today about the cost of providing services to individuals with intellectual and other developmental disabilities, and if the funds are cut from the Medicaid Waiver, DDS will be administering less money for people receiving waiver services. 

Following a brief discussion, the Chair advised that these agency hearings falls under two different committees, DDS (Committee on Human Services) and DHCF (Committee on Health) if anyone chooses to submit comments.  She also advised the membership that although the hearing for the Department of Health Care Finance was held today, written testimony could still be submitted to the committee staff for inclusion into the official records to be considered as part of the feedback.

March 8th and 9th: Revisiting the DDC Retreat-What We Achieved – The Chair stated this year’s retreat was quite productive and some of the big things that the DDC was able to accomplish included creating its leadership groups.   The DDC now has an Executive Committee, and two Program Committees.  The Executive Committee consists of the Vice-Chair, Haley Kimmet, at-large member, Toni Fisher, and two Program Committee Chairs, Susie King, State Plan Implementation Committee and Aimee Griffin, Public Policy and Outreach Committee.   This group will be able to provide joint leadership in between meetings and will be consultants to the DDC Executive Director.  She thinks this is considerable in terms of accomplishments and she knows that the committees have already met and things are already in full gear.  She then thanked everyone for his or her hard work.

Update Regarding Victor Robinson – The Chair reported that the wound that caused Victor so much difficultly and delayed things significantly is healing and it looks like he will be leaving the United Medical Center Nursing Home in Southeast the first week of May (either the 2th or the 4th).   She reiterated it has been a long slog for Victor and hearing from people continues to be very important to him.  She then provided his phone number (202-574-5342) for those who wished to call and stated that once he gets home, she is sure we will be seeing him soon.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Public Policy and Outreach Committee (PPOC) – Aimee Griffin, Chair, PPOC, provided a brief summary of her report which included the make-up of the committee, their duties and responsibilities, their expectations, upcoming meetings and the meeting schedule.  This information was disseminated to the membership.  
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State Plan Implementation Committee (SPIC) – Susie King, Chair, SPIC, provided the following report: This committee has been communicating by telephone and email and has received and reviewed all of the DDC proposals/contracts awarded.  As a result of that, monitoring tools have been developed based on each contract.  A monitoring schedule has also been developed and the members of the committee have been using the tools to monitor the contracts.  There are some events coming up this weekend and next weekend that they will be attending.  Another conference call has been scheduled for June and they will also have a group meeting in July.  The committee will also be working with the Executive Director on tracking the goals and outcomes based on the State Plan.  A written report will be developed and submitted to the DDC.

The Chair thanked Ms. Griffin and Ms. King for their reports and stated the DDC looks forward to hearing more from them at future meetings.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
Release of Olmstead Initiative – The Executive Director introduced Derek Orr, Director, Office of Disability Rights. 

Mr. Orr informed the membership that the DC Olmstead Initiative was released by the Mayor two weeks ago and as many of the group participating in today’s meeting may know, the document has taken on many imaginations through different administrations and changing directors.   He also informed the membership that before the plan was initiated, data had been collected for over eighteen months and that data was reported to him and in turn he reported it to the Mayor.  

He then proceeded to provide a brief summary of the initiative which was disseminated to the membership.  After his summary, Mr. Orr informed the membership that since the plans release two weeks ago, he has only received one call from a woman asking about her eight year old son who has Autism.  She liked the plan but wanted to know when it would affect him?  What about his life?  How does it apply in recreation?  Mr. Orr stated the plan is about difficulties with barriers and talks about the things needed in your life but, where is religion, your socialization, vacation and travel?  A lot of things are not in the plan.  He thinks a plan has to look at what’s happening now and be very focused on change management, system management, culture change and that will take a while.   He doesn’t think the fact that they received no comments is a good thing and he looks to the advocates and all of the stakeholders to flood the field with this plan and engage folks to see what comes out of it.  
Following a brief discussion, Mr. Orr stated the FY 13 Plan probably won’t be released until the end of FY 12 because their FY 13 performance goals are not set until later in the year.
Mr. Orr informed the membership that he, the DDC Executive Director and Delicia Moore the Budget Officer for ODR would be presenting at a budget hearing the following day at the City Council in response to questions he received from Councilmember Muriel Bowser’s Office regarding the DDC.  This is because the DDC’s Budget sits within ODR’s Budget.

The Chair then thanked Mr. Orr for his overview of the Olmstead Initiative.
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The DDC Executive Director then presented the following reports:

National Disability Institute Identified as DDC’s Vendor for the Financial Empowerment Program National Disability Institute (NDI) has been identified as the vendor to implement the Financial Empowerment Program.  The program is a curriculum that allows individuals with developmental disabilities to participate and learn how to use their finances wisely, do taxes, save money to acquire wealth, etc.  The DDC will be working together with NDI over the next eighteen months or so and the total amount awarded was $81,700.
March 19-20:  ADD Self Advocacy Summit in Baltimore – There were a number of stakeholders representing the District of Columbia that attended the Self Advocacy Summit held in Baltimore on March 19-20, 2012.  That team also included young adults and self-advocates from Project Action!.  Participants from Maryland, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, West Virginia, Delaware, Connecticut and New Hampshire were also represented at the Summit.  This was an opportunity for the participants to come together and have a conversation about what DC is doing around self-advocacy as well as to hear about what is happening in other states.  It was also an opportunity to talk about what works, what are some of the challenges, and to plan the next steps to improve our self-advocacy activities and support a self-advocacy organization.   This team will reconvene in the near future to continue this endeavor. 
ADD Commissioner Sharon Lewis’ Blog:  From Awareness to Respect – Sharon Lewis, Commissioner of the former Department of Health and Human Services/Administration on Developmental Disabilities now called the Administration on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities under the Administration for Community Living was recently asked to do a blog on disability.blog which features guest blogs from subject matter experts on a variety of disability related topics.  Disability.blog is a part of disability.gov which is the federal government website for comprehensive information on disability programs and services in communities nationwide.  A copy of her comments “From Awareness to Respect” was disseminated to the membership.

May 7: Guest Blogger Invitation for Disability.Blog - The Executive Director informed the membership that he also has received an invitation to do a blog on disability.blog on May 7, 2012; however, he hasn’t figured out what subject matter he will focus on but he will include what the DDC has done over the past few years in terms of supporting people with developmental disabilities.   

DDC Participation at Upcoming Events

The Executive Director informed the membership that the National Disability Policy Seminar would be held April 23-25, 2012 at the Grand Hyatt, Washington, DC.  During the first three days of this event, individuals from all over the United States and its Territories gather to discuss and learn about the impact of public policy related issues affecting individuals with disabilities.  On the third day everyone goes to the hill to talk with their Senator or House Representative; however, the DDC will be taking a different approach.  The Staff has established meetings with three different City Councilmembers offices.  They include: Councilmember Catania (Healthcare), Councilmember Graham (DDS) and Councilmember Brown (Housing and Employment).  If anyone would like to join us, we can send you the schedule with the times and room numbers.
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Tech “EE” Talk – April is known as National Autism Awareness Month and the TECH “EE” Talk Expo will be held April 28, 2012 from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Library.  The focus of the expo will be on assistive technology and the DDC is one of the sponsors. 

HSC Pediatric Center will be hosting a Family and Community Heath Expo June 9, 2012 at 1731 Bunker Hill Rd., NE and asked the DDC to have a table there.  Other folks that represent their own organization may want to consider attending this event as well.  

The Executive Director continued with the noted events on today’s agenda: 2012 ADD Technical Assistance Institute, June 19-22, 2012, in Arlington, VA; the APSE National Conference, June 27-29, 2012, in Crystal City, VA; and the NACDD Annual Conference, October 14-16, 2012 in Los Angeles CA.  He asked those interested in attending any of these conferences to contact him or Ms. Johnson so that we may take advantage of the early-bird registration deadlines.   The number of individuals attending the NACDD Annual Conference is in Los Angeles, CA may be limited depending upon the budget.

Mary Lou Meccariello interjected that The Arc’s National Conference would be held October 25-28, 2012 here in the District of Columbia and for anyone interested in attending, they can go to the website at www.thearc.org and register.  She also informed the membership of another event, “DC Week of the Young Child” which is a series of events that will be held over the course of a week (April 22-28, 2012).  There will be different sessions held by sponsors who support the learning and development of young children.  She invited the membership to join The Arc on April 26, 2012, when they will be hosting a session on Family Tips for a Successful IEP.  She also stated there are other events during this week that may be of interest to someone’s family member or people you work with.
CURRENT SPENDING SUMMARY REPORT
Sudie Johnson, Program Analyst, DDC, informed the membership that there was a copy of the Spending Report in the handout which shows the available funding for this year (2012) that must be obligated and the obligations that were already made year-to-date.  It also shows the actuals that have already been paid-to-date which is made up mostly of payments to our 3 projects.  She advised that the membership can expect to see a jump in our actuals once we receive an invoice from DC Partners.  Now that the BEST Project has been approved, we will begin to see expenditures from that as well.

DDC FUNDED PROGRAMS UPDATE (Advocacy Partners, Community Services and Recreational Opportunities, Self-Determination and Advocacy, and more)
DC Advocacy Partners – The Executive Director informed the membership that the DC Advocacy Program has held three sessions on Partners in Policymaking.  The last session was on Inclusive Education and he thinks the upcoming session this Friday and Saturday will be on Employment.
GET INVOLVED DC! – In terms of the Get Involved DC! Project, the Executive Director advised that they have two upcoming events planned and he asked Susie King if she would explain those.  Ms. King stated that the community activity for the month of April for the program
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participants will involve doing volunteer work at the Lifeline Partnership’s Promenade Formal Dance, which is really a dress up dance for participants from the community and will take place on Saturday.  The volunteers will help decorate, assist at the dance with serving food, and dancing with the participants.  The following week, program participants will be going to the Tech “EE” Talk Expo at the Martin Luther King Library.   

Self Determination and Advocacy Program – The Executive Director advised that their next upcoming event will be held this Saturday and will focus on problem solving.  He informed the membership that Sudie Johnson would be attending that session to monitor the program.  

Micro Board Demonstration Project and Transition and Education Project - The Executive Director asked Quality Trust and The Arc of DC to submit their prospective reports and invoices to the DDC Office.

PRESENTATION:  Are you prepared and ready?
The Executive Director shared at our last meeting in February an issue dealing with crisis within the community and being prepared came up.  As a result, it was recommended that we should have a refresher on what it means to be prepared in the times of a crisis.  He then introduced Mr. Darwin Ray, Serve DC Emergency Preparedness Program Manager.

Mr. Ray began by stating he would provide a lighthearted look at being prepared for emergencies and/or disasters.  He went on to say that Serve DC is in the process of expanding on what it started during National Preparedness Month last year.  They conducted an emergency preparedness forum for persons with access and functional needs.  Once completed he will pass that information on to the DDC Executive Director.  He stated that we are going to take a look at the differences between emergencies and disasters and talk about emergency preparedness for the home and the job.  Mr. Ray then proceeded with his presentation.  This information was disseminated to the members.   Following his presentation, Mr. Ray stated that Serve DC has a lot of information about emergency preparedness, especially for those with access and functional needs and reiterated that they would be putting on a “monster workshop” this year in follow-up to the forum they held last year.

The Chair thanked Mr. Ray for his very informative presentation.  
RESOURCES
National Disability Rights Network’s Beyond Segregated and Exploited – Update on the Employment of People with Disabilities – This information was disseminated to the membership.
Think College Website from Illinois – This information was disseminated to the membership.
DDC EXECUTIVE SESSION
The Chair informed the membership that because we are right at the end of our day and a lot of people have to leave, she asked the Executive Director to schedule a conference call for the
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Executive Session.  She expects that to take place within a week and the group will address those items on the Executive Session Agenda, as well as the request from the DC Commission on Persons with Disabilities.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting date is July 19, 2012, 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm.  Location to be determined
Respectfully submitted,

Denice McCain

Staff Assistant
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